
US Highway 53 Virginia to Eveleth Final EIS September 2015 

Appendix B – Layout and Profile 

Note: Full size versions of the layout and profile are available in the electronic versions of 

the Final EIS (i.e., CDs and the project website).  

■ Preferred Alternative Layout

■ Preferred Alternative Profile

■ Proposed Drainage Area Map
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E2 - LAYOUT NO. 1 AND PROFILE NO. 1 SUBMITTED TO GDSU FOR PRELIMINARY REVIEW.

AND CURVE OFF THE BRIDGE, AND ADDED SPIRAL CURVE TRANSITIONS TO THE ALIGNMENT.

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS, REFINED THE CROSSING OF THE ROUCHLEAU PIT TO REMOVE ALL SUPERELEVATION

THIS ALIGNMENT ADDED AN INTERCHANGE AT TH 135, EXTENDED THE PROJECT AT THE BEGINNING TO INCLUDE

MODIFIED VERSION OF THE E2 ALIGNMENT THAT WAS SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW IN DECEMBER 2012.

E1A AND E2 ALIGNMENTS WERE STUDIED, AND A DECISION WAS MADE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH A SLIGHTLY

ROUCHLEAU PIT.

E1A ALIGNMENT EXPLORED, RANGING FROM AN ENGINEERED FILL SECTION, TO A 3000’ LONG BRIDGE SPANNING THE

WEST ALIGNMENT EXPLORED, WITH IT BEING DISMISSED DUE TO POLITICAL LEGISLATION.

M1 ALIGNMENT DISMISSED DUE TO AIR QUALITY CONCERNS WITH THE MINE.

DECEMBER 23, 2014:

JANUARY 8, 2015:

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM GDSU FOR ALIGNMENTS M-1 AND E-2.

PRELIMINARY LAYOUTS AND PROFILES FOR ALTERNATIVES M-1 & E-2 SUBMITTED FOR EARLY REVIEW AND COMMENTS.

PERMITTED  MINE BOUNDARIES CROSSING ROCHLEAU PIT.

STAY HIGH THROUGH THE MINE AREA.  ROUTE E-2  PROVIDES A LONGER NORTH BYPASS OUTSIDE CURRENTLY

BOTH SIDES OF THE NEW PROPOSED ALIGNMENT.  AIR QUALITY REQUIREMENTS, ALSO REQUIRE THE PROFILE TO

PREVIOUSLY MINED, WITH 2 NEW BRIDGES PROPOSED AS MITIGATION FOR THE MINE OPERATIONS TO CONTINUE ON

ALTERNATIVE.  ROUTE M-1 PROVIDES THE SHORTEST, MOST DIRECT ROUTE ACROSS THE MINE AT A NEW LOCATION 

THE BUILD ALTERNATIVES M-1 & E-2 AND THE NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE AS WELL AS A NO-BUILD REROUTE

THE SCOPING DECISION DOCUMENT WAS PUBLISHED IDENTIFYING TWO BUILD AND TWO NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVES.

BE TERMINATED.

AND RGGS (LAND OWNER) THAT THE HWY 53 EASEMENTS RIGHTS ACROSS THE UNITED TACONITE MINE WOULD

THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MNDOT) RECEIVED NOTICE FROM CLIFFS NATURAL RESOURCES

LAYOUT NO. 2A AND PROFILE NO. 2A SUBMITTED FOR STAFF APPROVAL.

 3. OTHER LAYOUT AND PROFILE FORMAT ISSUES ADDRESSED.

 2. ADDITIONAL PROFILE CONTENT ADDED.

 1. TH 53 SB MEDIAN LEFT TURN ACCELERATION LANE AT LANDFILL ROAD REMOVED FROM DESIGN.

LAYOUT 2 CHANGED TO LAYOUT 2A WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES:

JANUARY 9, 2015:

 11. SOUTH LIMITS OF PROJECT EXTENDED.

 10. PONDING ADDED.

 9. LEFT TURN LANE OUT OF LANDFILL ROAD CHANGED TO REFLECT NO ENCROACHMENT.

 8. LAYOUT AND PROFILE FORMAT ISSUES WERE ADDRESSED.

 7. TYPICAL SECTION ADJUSTED ON 2ND AVENUE.

 6. TH 135 NW RAMP AND TH 135 SW RAMP NOSE GEOMETRICS CHANGED.

 5. TH 135 SW RAMP ALIGNMENT CHANGED AND LENGTHENED (SKEW WITH TH 135).

 4. MINIMUM SIGHT DISTANCE AREAS SHOWN.

 3. TH 53 NB MEDIAN ACCELERATION LANE ADDED AT LANDFILL ROAD.

 2. SHOULDER OFFSET TO CENTER BARRIER CHANGED ON CURVE AT TH 135 TO IMPROVE SIGHT DISTANCE.

 1. SHORTER HEIGHT OF CENTER MEDIAN BARRIER ON TH 53 TO IMPROVE SIGHT DISTANCE.

LAYOUT 1 CHANGED TO LAYOUT 2 AND SUBMITTED TO GDSU FOR REVIEW WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES:

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM GDSU.
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